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Converged Solution

Add distribution tree

Prioritize NPRD, AZAD, and NPZD Requests

Remove sequence number from NPRD and AZAD

Specify the sequence number rules for NPZD
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Instructions to FC-SW-6 Editor (1)

Add section 17.9.4 
17.9.4 Distribution Tree

The Primary Controlling Switch shall compute a distribution tree to 
distribute VA_Port SW_ILSs to the FCDFs. The distribution tree 
information is encoded in the NPRD Request (i.e., only the first path 
listed in a N_Port_ID Reachability Entry is used to relay VA_Port
SW_ILSs). 

Change the fourth paragraph of section 17.7.2.8 as follows:
Number of Equal Cost Paths to the Reachable FCDF: contains the 
number of equal cost paths having the lowest cost toward the destination 
FCDF. Each path that follows is expressed as the Switch_Name of the 
next-hop FCDF or Controlling Switch followed by the local A_Port_Name
of the involved ASL. Only the first path listed shall be used to relay 
VA_Port SW_ILSs to the Reachable FCDF.
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Instructions to FC-SW-6 Editor (2)

Add at the end of section 17.9.2:
The distribution of NPRD Requests shall take precedence over the
distribution of AZAD and NPZD Requests.

Add before the last paragraph of 17.9.3:
The Distribution of AZAD Requests shall take precedence over the
distribution of NPZD Requests.

Remove the Sequence Number Descriptor field and its 
associated description from tables 240 and 244

Add a SW_RJT Reason code explanation for ‘Out of Order’
(e.g. ‘5D’h)
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Instructions to FC-SW-6 Editor (3)
Add before the second to the last paragraph of section 17.9.3:

The Primary Controlling Switch maintains a sequence number for each FCDF in the FCDF Set. 
The sequence number is incremented by one and included in the NPZD sequence number 
descriptor each time an NPZD Request is sent.

Upon receipt of an NPZD Request, an FCDF compares the sequence number in the received 
sequence number descriptor to that of the last processed NPZD Request, or to 00000000 
00000001h if no NPZD has previously been processed. If the received sequence number is lower, 
the NPZD request shall be discarded and a VA_RJT shall be sent with Reason Code of ‘Logical 
Error’ and Reason Code Explanation of ‘Out of Order’. If the received sequence number is higher, 
then the NPZD is processed.

An FCDF considers an N_Port_ID to be allocated when it has successfully received the N_Port_ID
in an Allocation Entry of the current or previous NPZD Request. If an NPZD Request contains a 
peering entry with a Principal N_Port_ID that has not been allocated, that entire peering entry shall 
be ignored. If an NPZD Request contains a peering entry with a Principal N_Port_ID that is 
currently allocated, but that peering entry contains Peer N_Port_ID(s) that have not been allocated, 
then those Peer N_Port_ID(s) shall be ignored. 

Whenever an NPZD Request is retransmitted for any reason (e.g., timeout) the Zoning ACLs for 
the affected N_Port_IDs shall be recomputed and a new NPZD Request including a new sequence 
number and the newly computed peering entries shall be sent.

If a Primary Controlling Switch receives a VA_RJT with a Reason Code of ‘Logical Error’ and 
Reason Code Explanation of ‘Out of Order’ in response to an NPZD Request, the Primary 
Controlling Switch shall retransmit the NPZD Request. 
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Thank you!
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